
                                                                                                                                                                
 

Well the holidays have arrived - a time for good cheer and good will.  But it is also the time 

when we are the most distracted – on the roadways and in the mall parking lot.  That makes 

us the perfect prey for those individuals that want to take advantage of us.  So before you 

head out at 6 am on Black Friday or anytime this holiday weekend, keep these tips in mind. 

 

 When out at the stores and in the parking lots, always stay alert to your surroundings. 

Take special care, especially if you are going out early in the morning or late in the 

evening.  Lock your car doors. 

 

 Take a picture of where you park your car in order to avoid wandering around in the 

lot with an armful of packages.  

 

 Be wary of strangers approaching you for any reason – even if they are well dressed 

or with children.  ‘Tis also the season for con artists. Do not allow anyone you do 

not know to carry your packages or assist you in putting them into the car.  When 

loading your packages, do not put them on the roof of the car.  If someone asks you 

for assistance with their car, do not walk over to see the problem.  Volunteer to go 

inside the store and call security for assistance.   

 

 Walk to your car assertively with your head held high and your car keys in your 

hand.  DO NOT BE TALKING ON YOUR CELL PHONE AS YOU ARE 

WALKING. All of your senses should be focused on your surroundings.  If you 

see anyone hanging around by your car or you believe that you are being followed 

return to the store immediately. Once inside your car, immediately lock the doors, 

put your headlights on and drive away as soon as possible.  Do not sit in the idling 

car to make a phone call.   

 

 Resist the urge to post your shopping expedition on social media. Thieves watch 

social media too.     

 

 

 

Stay Alert 
 

The Holidays Are Here! 


